
Rising Eng IV        REL  Summer Reading assignment 2020  

Novel: The Hound of Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (NOT the child’s version)  

There will be a quiz on the novel the first week of the school year.  

You will respond to the five discussion questions listed below. This is due the first day of the 
school year and will be a quiz grade. 

Responses are required to be HANDWRITTEN and should be at least one half page (at least 16 lines) of 
notebook paper. Your responses MUST consist of a topic sentence,specific reference sentences (including at 
least one supporting quotation from the book with correct cite), and a concluding sentence. Be sure to connect 
your quote(s) to your position! 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Question 1. Characterize the relationship between Holmes and Watson as friends. How do they treat each 
other and connect  to each other? Also, connect their relationship to your relationship with one of your friends: 
how is it similar or different?  

Question 2. This novel illustrates the conflict between rationalism and the supernatural. Discuss how this conflict 
is shown through the novel. Also give and discuss one or two examples of how this conflict is seen even in 
today’s world.  

Question 3. Which is more imaginative, Holmes or Watson? Why? Explain your thinking.  

Question 4. Compare/Contrast the view of the criminal in the novel’s time period to our view in today’s time 
period.  

Question 5. Holmes is considered the epitome of empiricism: what is empiricism? Identify and discuss at least 
three examples of Holmes the empiricist from the novel 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grading rubric:  

Critical Thinking (10 points) Responses demonstrate thoughtful, careful engagement with the prompt or 
post, discussing important ideas, characters, etc., and fully answering all parts of the question.  

Examples (6 points) Responses use specific examples and quotations from the book along with 
cited page numbers.  

Writing Standards (4 points) The writing is clear, concise, and easy to understand. Rules of grammar and 
mechanics are followed. Minimum length requirement is met.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you have any questions, my email is sdionnerel@gmail.com 

 

I will be checking my email on Monday and Friday mornings each week during the summer.  
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Rising English III       Summer Reading assignment  2020 

Novel: Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman 

There will be a quiz on the novel the first week of the school year.  

You will respond to the five discussion questions listed below. This is due the first day of the 
school year and will be a quiz grade. 

Responses are required to be HANDWRITTEN and should be at least one half page (at least 16 lines) of 
notebook paper. Your responses MUST consist of a topic sentence,specific reference sentences (including at 
least one supporting quotation from the book with correct cite), and a concluding sentence. Be sure to connect 
your quote(s) to your position!. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

Question 1. Historically, the Native American culture is heavily involved with and dependent upon the natural 
world spiritually and physically. Identify and discuss at least five SPECIFIC examples of this from the novel 
(include spiritual and physical.)  

Question 2.  The crime central to the novel takes place in the first chapter; this chapter also furnishes 
information about the setting that is important to the whole novel. Discuss the details of the setting offered in 
Chapter 1 and how it establishes place and culture.  

Question 3. There is conflict among three cultures in this novel. Identify all three cultures involved and discuss 
the conflict among them. Do you think the conflict in the novel is resolved for the future or just for the moment? 
Discuss the ways this is reflected in our world today.  

Question 4. The main theme of this novel is the above mentioned conflict among cultures. Explore how Joe 
Leaphorn is “caught in the middle” of this conflict and how he deals with it during the novel.  

Question 5. Look at the name of the commune. From where does the name come? What is the symbolism of 
this originally? How does the symbolism connect to the commune? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grading rubric:  

Critical Thinking (10 points) Responses demonstrate thoughtful, careful engagement with the prompt or 
post, discussing important ideas, characters, etc., and fully answering all parts of the question.  

Examples (6 points) Responses use specific examples and quotations from the book along with 
cited page numbers. 

Writing Standards (4 points) The writing is clear, concise, and easy to understand. Rules of grammar and 
mechanics are followed. Minimum length requirement is met.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If you have any questions, my email is sdionnerel@gmail.com.  

 I will be checking my email Monday and Friday mornings each week during the summer.  

mailto:sdionnerel@gmail.com

